
DR. CAIN’S MESSAGE
Each year in October, the firm Population and Survey Analysts 
(PASA) presents to the Klein ISD Board of Trustees (BOT) an extensive 
demographic study of our community. This study is used for long range 
planning purposes so school sites can be purchased in the areas that will 
experience growth and the district has a forecast of when new schools 
should open. Based on the latest PASA data, a long-range capital planning 
process in anticipation of a bond referendum in 2015 is now underway.  

Since 1938, when the school 
district was named the Klein 
ISD, the Klein Community 
has held high standards and 
expectations for its educational 
programs. Student enrollment 
growth and the schools needed 
to house the expanding student 
body have been a constant, 
particularly since 1971. 

The Klein ISD has successfully 
passed nine bond elections 
in the last 42 years to build 
all the Klein ISD schools and 
facilities, keep the buildings 
and equipment repaired and 
renovated, and purchase land, 
buses, technology equipment 
and security equipment. The 
average age of Klein ISD facilities 
is over 19 years with the earliest 
school dating to 1971 and the 
educational process has changed. 
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while seeking input from them as 
to how they felt about using the 
lessons and curriculum provided.

Teachers and principals voted 
unanimously to move forward 
with implementing The JASON 
Project into the Klein ISD 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade science curriculum. 

To kick off the implementation 
of The JASON Project, 14 Klein 
ISD teachers and other district 
personnel attended the JASON 
National Educator’s Conference 
in Virginia in the summer of 2013. 
This conference provided in-depth 
training of The JASON Project as a 
whole as well as training on how to 
use the web portal and access the 
student lessons, teacher lesson plans 
and curriculum. The conference also 
provided time for hands-on training 
with the curriculum that is included 
in The JASON Project. 

At the end of the 2013 summer, a 
two-day session was held at the 
Klein ISD Multipurpose Center to 
continue training and deliver The 
JASON Project information and 
lessons to all science teachers in 
the Klein ISD. Within the first six 
weeks of the 2013-2014 school year, 
The JASON Project curriculum was 
already being used in classrooms 
because the customizable lessons 
were aligned with the district’s 
current science curriculum.

At the Sept. 9, 2013 Klein ISD Board 
meeting, Karen Rawls, Chevron 
public and government affairs 
representative, presented a check for 
more than $224,000 to the district to 
fund The JASON Project. Chevron 
is a partner of The JASON Project 
and helps make this project possible 
to Klein ISD schools with their 
generous grant.

. 
“We believe that participation in 
The JASON Project will increase our 
ultimate district goal of students 
becoming skillful, active, reflective, 
self-disciplined and honorable 
members of their communities,” 
stated Lathrop.

The grant also includes continued 
training and other resources for 
teachers and district administrators. 
Chevron is committed to finding 
and monitoring ways to continue 
its financial support of this project 
and has already agreed to send new 
administrators to the 2014 JASON 
National Educator’s Conference. 

To date, Klein ISD has 177 teachers 
from grades 4 to 9 that are registered 
as JASON Learning users and 7,153 
students have logged on to use the 
JASON Learning curriculum and 
lessons. Student lessons include 
topics such as terminal velocity, 
monster storms, resilient planet and 
many more. Inside each of these 
lessons, students have access to live 
webcasts from expert researchers, 
labs that engage them in hands-on 
learning activities, videos and online 

games such as hurricane tracking 
and building a roller coaster that 
tests their knowledge and skills. 

Over the next few years, the main 
goal is to engage students and 
instill a love of science into each 
and every one of them by being able 
to use these hands-on, fun, digital 
learning activities and to be able to 
implement The JASON Project and 
its curriculum into the elementary 
and high school grade levels. 

So far, The JASON Project has 
proven to be successful at all schools 
across the district. Implementing 
The JASON Project has given 
students, teachers and district 
administrators the visual, exciting 
resources that are widely accepted 
and praised. 

For more information about The JASON 
Project visit  www.jason.org. 

Sherri Lathrop and JASON founder Dr. Ballard

WHAT IS THE    
JASON PROJECT

 JASON Learning (The JASON Project) is a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit organization that delivers to students in 
the classroom and out, reading selections, 
hands–on activities, videos and online games. It 
also provides lesson plans, implementation tips 
and a powerful digital platform for educators. 
This curriculum covers core content areas and 
can be used as replacements for traditional 
textbooks or as enriching supplemental 
materials. The mission of this organization is to 
inspire and educate kids everywhere through 
real science and exploration. 

“The JASON Project has really helped encourage the 
students,” said Sherri Lathrop, Klein ISD instructional 
officer for science. “The lessons show them real 
researchers with real science and even use current 
information and examples,” she continued.

Klein ISD administrators had discussions with 
intermediate school principals and teachers, 
providing them an insight to The JASON Project 

Dr. Robert D. Ballard, the 
oceanographer and explorer who 
discovered the shipwreck of RMS 
Titanic, founded The JASON Project 
in 1989 after receiving thousands 
of letters from students asking to 
join him on his next expedition and 
realizing he had tapped a lot of 
curiosity for science.

What is the JASON Project - continued
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School facilities must evolve to support 
these changes and new schools are 
needed as families continue to choose 
the Klein ISD community for their 
homes. To address these needs, Dr. 
Cain outlined his proposal to the 
Board of Trustees in November for a 
long-range bond plan in anticipation 
of a bond referendum in 2015.

The long-range bond planning process 
kicked off with strategic visioning 
in January focusing on delivery of 
an excellent educational program to 
ensure that classrooms and facilities 
meet the needs of current and future 
generations of Klein ISD students. This 
team of parents, community members, 
teachers, administrators and staff are 
meeting over four days during January 
and March. Their work, facilitated by an 
outside consultant, is crucial in laying 
the foundation for how learning will 
take place in the Klein ISD and how that 
impacts our physical school buildings. 

During this semester, a thorough 
two-part facility needs assessment 
will be conducted by an outside 
engineering consultant including a 

prioritized timeline and costs. The 
Educational Adequacy Assessment 
evaluates campuses against TEA and 
Klein ISD standards creating a list of 
alterations to make each space a better 
environment for teaching and learning. 
The Building Condition Assessment 
prepares a detailed scope of work 
regarding the physical condition of 
each campus and facility creating a list 
of repair or alteration needs.

In May, everyone is invited to attend 
Futures Conferences designed to 
inform the community about the 
guiding principles outlined during 
the strategic visioning process. 
Attendees will walk away with a 
baseline awareness of global, national 
and local factors affecting education 
and, most importantly, their students. 
Another goal of this meeting is to 
receive community feedback regarding 
the educational vision set forth in the 
visioning meetings. 

Next fall semester, a bond steering 
committee will study all material 
and data, prioritize the district needs 
and lay out a plan for a 2015 bond 
referendum. Over a series of four 
meetings, the consultants solicit 
community input on multiple options 
that address specific building actions 
based on the established educational 
framework. The district highly values 
this feedback, therefore information 
and questionnaires will be available 
online in order to reach all people who 
wish to participate. 

Dr. Cain anticipates that a 2015 bond 
plan could include one elementary, 
one intermediate and partial funding 
for High School #5 to accommodate 
growth. In addition, he anticipates 
funding needs for technology, safety 
and security, buses, campus repairs 
and renovations and future school 
sites. The district will update the 
website often as the 2015 long-range 
bond plan begins to unfold.

www.kleinisd.net/bond2015

IN THE NEWS
To stay up to date on the latest 
news and information from across 
the Klein ISD, check us out on 
social media and by downloading 
the new Klein ISD app for 
smartphones.

Stay in touch in the following 
ways:

 Facebook    
facebook.com/KleinISD

 Twitter  
twitter.com/KleinISD

 You Tube  
youtube.com/user/KleinISDVideos

“In the News” 
Check out the latest 
headline news and 
happenings from across 
the district. 

“Publications” 
Find all Klein ISD 
publications, including 
older versions, online.

Mobile App
With the mobile app, you 
will have quick and easy 
access to features like the 
district directory, Parent 
Connection, School Cash 
Online and much more. 
Download the Klein ISD 
mobile app today to stay 
in the know, while you are 
on the go!

Bond Planning - continued
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HB5 AND EOC’S
House Bill 5 (HB 5) which was passed by the 
83rd Texas Legislature has several policy 
changes and programs that are currently 
being implemented this school year. The 
2013-14 school year marks the third year 
for the administration of the State of Texas 
Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) 
and End of Course (EOC) exams.  The Class 
of 2015 will be the first group of students 
that are required to meet EOC assessment 
requirements to graduate.  The only exception 
would be students who entered into 9th grade 
prior to the 2011-12 school year.  
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January 22 & 23, 2014

May, 2015

January-February, 2014

March 18 & 19, 2014

May 6 & 7, 2014

February-April, 2014

March 6 & 7, 2014

July, 2014

August-November, 2014

December, 2014

January, 2015

Strategic Visioning & 
Planning

Campus Educational 
Adequacy Assessments

Visioning - Departmental 
Operational Planning

Community Futures 
Conferences

Steering Committee 
Meetings

Board Calls the Election
(Proposed)

Building Condition 
Assessments

Standards 
Development

Options Development

Board Presentations

Bond Election (Proposed)

2015 BOND PLANNING 
PERTINENT DATES
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performance on an Advanced 
Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT), ACT, 
Preliminary SAT (PSAT) or ACT 
Plan could be used to satisfy 
EOC assessment requirements 
for graduation.

www.kleinisd.net/subassessments

“The allowance of substitute 
assessments gives students 
more ways to fulfill their EOC 
requirements,” said Webster.  “It 
gives all of our students more 
options to successfully complete 
their diploma plans and graduate.”

To learn more about House Bill 5, 
visit kleinisd.net/hb5.

Those students must meet TAKS 
(Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills) Exit Level assessment 
requirements to graduate.

New this year with the passage of HB 
5, the number of EOC exams students 
must take to graduate was reduced 
from 15 to five. Students must now 
show mastery in English I and II 
(reading and writing combined), 
Algebra I, Biology and U.S. History. 
HB 5 removed the 15 percent 
grading policy and the cumulative 
score requirement on the 
STAAR EOC exams. 

NOW PAST YEARS
English I & II 
(reading & writing 
combined)

Algebra I

Biology

U.S. History

Algebra II

Geometry

English III

Chemistry

Physics

World 
Geography

World History

“The reduction from 15 to five 
EOC assessments allows for more 
instructional days,” stated Nancy 
Webster, Klein ISD director of 
assessment and accountability. 
“It also holds schools accountable
for ensuring students are college 
or career ready by the time 
they graduate.”

HB5 and EOC’s - continuedHB5 and EOC’s - continued
FAMILY FITNESS FAIR

The third annual Kleinwell Family 
Fitness Fair is scheduled for 8 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, April, 26, 
2014, at Klein Memorial Stadium- 
16715 Stuebner-Airline Rd., Klein, 
TX 77379. 

The health fair will feature 
community vendors, moonwalks, 
games, Radio Disney 1590AM and 
lots of activities for families and 
children all at no cost! There will also 
be a one mile run/walk that is $10 
per person and includes a T shirt. 

For more information contact 
Winni Attaway at 832.249.4162
or visit 

http://www.kleinisd.net/familyfitness

HIGH SCHOOL PROMS

Klein High Prom  
May 3, 2014 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

Klein Collins Prom 
May 17, 2014 
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

Klein Oak Prom  
May 17, 2014  
Hilton Houston North - Greenspoint

Klein Forest Prom 
May 24, 2014  
Westin Galleria

KLEIN GERMAN FESTIVAL

The 43rd annual Klein German 
Festival will take place on Friday, 
Feb. 28, 2014, at Klein Collins High 
School located at 20811 Ella Blvd., 
Spring, TX 77388. 

Tickets are $9 for adults and $4 for 
children in grades 5 and under. 
Tickets can be purchased at all 
Klein schools, Klein administration 
buildings and at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. All tickets are advance 
sale and will not be available at 
the door. The evening will feature 
German food, German music and 
dances performed by students from 
Zwink Elementary and Trinity 
Lutheran School and Klein Collins 
High School men’s choir.

GRADUATION

Saturday, June 7th 2014 
at Reliant Stadium 

Klein Oak 9 a.m.
Klein Collins Noon
Klein High 3 p.m.
Klein Forest 6 p.m.

DISTRICT EVENTS:
DINNER WITH THE 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Parents and community members 
are invited to attend a dinner 
hosted by Dr. Jim Cain, Klein ISD 
Superintendent, from 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 6, 2014 at Kleb 
Intermediate School located at 7425 
Louetta Rd., Klein, TX 77379.

To reserve a seat, call 832.249.4173.

Free child care is provided by Kids R Kids 
of Champions, 16722 Squyres Rd. Call 
281.379.2998 and ask for Michelle Barr. 
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New with HB5 are:

 ■ English I & II exam redesign
 ■ English EOC exam passing 
requirement for English Language 
Learners (ELL).  

 ■ Intermediate students & multiple 
math exams 

 ■ TEA approved substitute 
assessments to fulfill STAAR/
EOC exams.

CHANGES IN ENGLISH I & II
Prior to this school year, English I 
and II EOC tests were divided into 
separate reading and writing exams 
given over two days. This year’s exam 
will assess both reading and writing 
in one day. Many students have 
already passed the separate reading 
and writing assessments and have 
met their English I and/or II EOC 
assessment graduation requirements. 
During this period of implementation, 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) 
has created transition rules which 
determine if a student has met the 
English I and II EOC assessment 
requirements for graduation.  
Students who took the separate 
reading and writing assessments and 
did not pass both could still get credit 
for passing the combined assessment 

through meeting the following 
transition rule criteria:

 ■ Pass 1 assessment (either reading 
or writing)

 ■ Meet at least the minimum score 
on the other

 ■ Achieve a combined scale score of 
3750 (phase-in 1 standard), which 
represents the sum of the scale 
scores needed to reach Level II 
for reading (1875) or Level II for 
writing (1875).

CHANGES FOR ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE LEARNERS
For ELL students, the STAAR English 
II replaces the English III assessment 
requirements for graduation for all 
who meet the special provision rule.  
The Language Proficiency Assessment 
Committee (LPAC) at each campus 
is responsible for determining which 
ELL students meet this rule. If they 
do, the students will not be required 
to pass the English I EOC assessments 
in order to graduate. However, ELL 
students must take and pass the 
English II EOC test.

DUPLICATE ASSESSMENT IN 
ALGEBRA I FOR INTERMEDIATE 
STUDENTS
Due to a federal requirement and 
a new related provision within 
HB 5, students taking Algebra 
I in intermediate school will 
be administered multiple math 
assessments: the grade 8 STAAR 
Mathematics and the Algebra I 
EOC exams.

SUBSTITUTE ASSESSMENTS 
TO FULFILL GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR STAAR
TEA was required to determine 
a method by which satisfactory 



The demographic data clearly reveals the need to open 
three elementary schools, one intermediate school and 
one high school during the next five years. 
 
The 2008 bond, originally planned for four years, was 
extended due to the economic downturn resulting in a 
slower student growth pattern than anticipated. Through 
conservative fiscal management, the Klein ISD Board of 
Trustees approved use of these bond funds originally 
earmarked for Intermediate #10 and partial funds 
from High School #5 to build three elementary schools 
(Bernshausen and two others scheduled to open in 2015 
and 2016), for the purchase of buses, and for campus 
repairs and renovations. 
  

This is an exciting time for the Klein ISD as we plan 
for the future generations that will pass through our 
schools. Last year we celebrated 75 years of excellence in 
education, and this year we celebrate our future!

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim Cain, Superintendent
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